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TOPIC: FEEDSTALLS

We market our products in Europe, the USA and many other countries around the world. Here we gain
experience and gather knowledge from scientific studies, which we share with you in each issue of our
“"KRAIBURG Practical Experience.” We want it to be a source of helpful tips for you. Send us your
suggestions - we count on them to help us give you a better product!

Thank you very much from your KRAIBURG research & development

EFFECT OF ELEVATED FEEDSTALLS ON SOCIAL AND
FEEDING BEHAVIOUR

A feeding place width of 61 cm per cow is traditionally regarded as appropriate in today's dairy
husbandry. For self-catching racks about 70 cm width per cow are calculated. However, previous studies
show that an increase in available space can reduce displacements, from which especially lower ranking
animals benefit. Many years of experience with elevated feed stalls show a positive effect on claw health.

Objective of investigation:

The first partial goal was to investigate the effect of increased available space at the feeding table on the
frequency of displacements and on feed intake. The second goal was to find out whether the dividers
(feedstalls) can offer the animals additional protection.

Procedure: 10.52 moy Elevated
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Columbia 24 Holstein cows (among them 9 first calf with divider
heifers) were observed. E € £
The cows were equally divided into three groups, based = g: N
on the length of the lactation period, as well as on milk T =
yield:
a) 0.64 m feeding place width/cow
b) 0.92 m feeding place width/cow 0.37 m 1.22m
¢) 0.87 m feeding place width/cow and elevated = walking
[a\]
feedstalls S Py 1.60 m Ia&
Results:
Displacements [per cow and day] Feeding behaviour
80
15 70 166.2 67.6 70.3
9.7 60 m cows at feeding
10 - 50 place [%]
2.5 i
30 H cows standing
0 . . [ . 20 78 ) 2 around inactively
. . 0/
64 cm 92 cm feedstall 18 %]
64 cm 92 cm feedstall

Significantly fewer displacements
with elevated feedstalls

More cows at the feeding place with
elevated feedstalls!

Conclusions:

Wider feeding places promote undisturbed, stress-free feed intake, which is especially
important for lower ranking cows. The best results concerning displacements and eating
times are attained with elevated feedstalls!

Source: T. J. DeVriesl and M. A. G. von Keyserlingk, 2006: Feed Stalls Affect the Social and Feeding Behavior of Lactating Dairy
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